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LATE  NEWS 


United  States  cotton  exports  In  December  1950  amounted  to  4^9,000 
running  "bales,  making  a  total  of  1,833,000  bales  for  August -December, 
1950.    Major  destinations  in  December  were;    Japan  89,000  bales, 
Italy  79,000,  Canada  53,000,  Prance  37,000,  Germany  33,000,  India 
25,000  and  the  United  Kingdom  20,000.     (A  more  detailed  report  will 
be  published  in  next  week's  issue  of  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets.) 


United  States  exports  of  cotton  linters  in  December  totaled 
4,898  bales  (running)  including  l,6l6  to  France,  1,603  to  Canada, 
1,572  to  Japan  and  107  to  the  Union  of  South  Africa. 
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Published  weekly  to  inform  producers,  processors,  distributors  and 
consumers  of  farm  products  of  current  developments  abroad  in  the  crop 
and  livestock  industries,  foreign  trends  in  prices  and  consumption  of 
farm  products,  and  world  agricultural  trade.    Circulation  of  this 
periodical  is  free  to  those  needing  the  information  it  contains  in 
farming,  business  and  professional  operations.    Issued  by  the  Office 
of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, Washington  25,  D.  C. 
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WORLD  1950  WALNUT  PRODUCTION  SLIGHTLY  ABOVE  AVERAGE  l/ 

The  I950  preliminary  estimate  of  walnut  production  in  the  leading 
commercial  producing  countries  of  the  Mediterranean  Basin  and  the  United 
States  is  124,300  short  tons  (revised),  unahelled  basis,  compared  with 
153,900  tons  in  19^9  and  121,000  tons  in  19^8.    The  present  estimate  is 
2  percent  above  the  10 -year  (1939-48)  average  of  121,600  tons  and  6 
percent  above  the  5-year  (lykk-kd)  average  of  117,800  tons.    The  estimates 
for  France  and  Turkey  are  lower  and  those  for  the  United  States  and  Italy 
are  higher  than  the  original  estimates  of  last  fall,    The  estimate  for 
the  Balkan  countries  remains  unchanged. 

The  stocks  remaining  in  the  3  Mediterranean  Basin  countries,  Italy, 
France,  and  Turkey  on  January  1,  1951  are  estimated  to  have  totalled 
20,100  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  or  about  one-third  of  the  1950  harvest. 
Italy  had  the  largest  stocks  at  that  time.    The  nuts  have  besn  moving  out 
at  a  rapid  rate  in  most  countries  and  the  stocks  are  now  somewhat  below 
those  estimated  on  January  1.    A  quantitative  estimate  for  the  Balkan 
countries  is  not  available  but  it  is  known  stocks  there  are  also  low. 

The  195O -51  export  season  has  been  very  good  in  France,  satisfactory 
in  Italy  and  somewhat  unfavorable  in  Turkey.    Official  export  statistics 
for  the  foreign  countries  are  not  available  but  on  the  basis  of  trade 
estimate  about  17,000  tons,  unshelled  basis,  were  exported  to  January  1 
in  the  foregoing  3  countries. 

The  principal  destination  for  exports  of  unshelled  nuts  were  the 
United  Kingdom,  Germany,  the  Scandinavian  countries,  Switzerland  and 
Belgium.    The  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom  were  the  principal 
destinations  for  kernels.    Walnuts  from  France  and  Italy  have  replaced 
to  some  extent  the  nuts  imported  from  China  last  season.    At  midseason, 
it  appears  France  will  have  no  difficulty  disposing  of  the  present 
small  stocks  in  a  few  months.    Italy  will  dispose  of  a  substantial  per- 
cent of  its  present  stocks  before  new-crop  nuts  become  available  this 
fall  and  Turkey  may  end  the  season  with  a  fair  size  carry-over. 

United  States  imports  of  shelled  walnuts  from  September  1,  1950 
to  November  30,  1950  totalled  250  short  tons,  compared  with  252  tons 
for  the  like  period  a  year  earlier  and  the  1949-50  season  total  of 
3,088  tons.    The  heavy  influx  of  Chinese  walnuts  experienced  during 
the  I9I+9-5O  season  has  not  occurred  and  probably  will  not  occur  this 
season,  although  China  was  leading  for  the  period  September -November , 


l/  A  more  extensive  statement  soon  will  be  published  as  a  Foreign 
Agriculture  Circular  available  from  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural 
Relations,  U.S,  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 
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WALNUTS,  unshelled:    Estimated  cozrciercial  production  in 
specified  countries,  1950  with  comparisons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year  : 

,  3alkan 
!  coun  - 
,  tries 

.  France 

Italy  : 

Turkey  .  : 

v  ■ 

Foreign 
total 

,  United  : 
States 

World 
total 

i  Short 
:  tons 

:  Short 

:    ic  lis 

;  Short  , 

!  ■  Tons' 

Short  : 
!      tons  : 

Short 
tons 

■  Short  : 

;    tons  : 

Short 
tons 

Average 

1939-48  i 

:  13,700  , 

!  22,000  i 

:  13,300  i 

6£700  ; 

55,700 

:  65,900, 

i  121,600 

1944-48 

10,200  , 

:  18,000 

:  14,600  : 

'  4,900 

'  47,700  ! 

:  70,100 

:  117,800 

Annual  : 

1944 

:  10,100 

!  22,000 

!  13,800  • 

:  5,500 

:  51,400 

:  .  71,800 

i  123,200 

1945  : 

9.300 

s  12,100 

.  16,500 

!  2,000 

,  40.400 

;  70.900 

:  .  111,300 

1946 

!  10,200 

!  10,700 

i  13,200 

;  5,000 

:  39,100 

!  71,900 

!  111,000 

1947 

:  9,700 

:  32,000 

:  14,000 

:  2,200 

:  57,900 

:  .  64,600 

:     122 , 500 

1948 

\  11,400 

:  13,100 

:  15,400 

:  10,000 

•  49,900 

:  71,100 

!  121,000 

1949  2/ 

:  13,000 

:  13,300 

i  27,500 

:  12,000 

;  65,800 

12/  88,100 

:3/  153,900 

1950  2/ 

;  8,800 

:  17,600 

;  22,000 

,  11,900 

:  60,300 

!  64,000 

:  124,300 

1/    Exportable  surplus  only  -  not  total  production 
2/  Preliminary 
3/  Revised 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments, 
reports  of  U.  S.  foreign  service  officers,  results  of  office  research  or  other 
information. 
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UNITED  STATES s    Imports  and  exports  of  walnuts 
(Crop  year,  September-August) 


Countries 


Average 
1945/46 
1949/50 


Annual 


1947-4-8 


1948-49 


1949-50    :    1950-51  \J 


Short 

'  tons 


Canada . . 
Cuba. . . . 
Europe. . 
Other. . . 


Total, 


137 
1 
2 


if 


174 


Short 
tons 


Short 
tons 


Short 
tons 


IMPORTS 


Shelled 


EXPORTS    -  Shelled 


364 
5 
0 

44 


135 
1 
0 
49 


9 

H 

18 


413 


185 


27 


EXPORTS    -    Un  she  lied 


Short 
tons 


China  f< 

458 

6 

42 

2,223 

111 

France 

44 

5 

32 

185 

8 

Italy. . .... 

;    '  191 

137 

440 

215 

105 

Turkey. . , . h 

282 

95 

596 

279 

5 

Other. 

< 

106 

t 
1 

13 

277 

186 

21 

Total . . . « < 

;  1,081. 

 255 

1,387 

3,088 

250 

I  M  P  0 

RTS    -  Unshelled 

China ...»..! 

•  2/ 

2/ 

0 

0 

0 

Italy. 

:  31 

3 

34 

3 

0 

5 

0 

2/ 

0 

0 

Total . . . . : 

36  V  ' 

3 

34 

3 

0 

1 

3 
0 
10 


14 


Canada .... 

1  1,201 

748 

467 

1,126 

931 

:  270 

253 

294 

353 

484 

Europe .... 

:  107 

33 

0 

10 

64 

!  505 

768  • 

333 

208 

201 

Total. . . 

r  2,083 

1,802 

1,144 

1,697 

1,680 

1/. 3  months,  September  through  November 

2/  one-half  ton  or  less 

• 

Compiled  from  official 

sources  of 

the  Bureau  of 

the  Census. 
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followed  by  Italy.    It  seems  improbable  at  this  time  that  the  season's 
imports  will  equal  those  of  last  year,    The  increase  in  the  duty  on  walnut 
kernels  will  act  as  a  check  on  heavy  imports, 


FORECAST  BRAZIL  NUT  HARVEST  SOMEWHAT  LARGER  THAN  LAST  YEAR 

The  1951  preliminary  forecast  of  the  Brazil  nut  harvest  in  Brazil  is 
35,500  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  with  23,200  tons  (revised)  in 
1950  a.nd  35,200  tons  in  19^8.    The  present  forecast  exceeds  the  10-year 
(1939-M3)  average  of  22,600  tons  by  57  percent  and  is  about  double  the 
5-year  (lyhk-kQ)  average. 

The  preliminary  forecast  by  districts  is  as  follows:    Belem,  17,900 
tons;  Manaus,  15,900  tons;  Parintins,  900  tons  and  Itacoatiara,  800 
tons.    The  final  1950  estimates  for  the  same  districts  are  as  follows: 
Belem,  15,600  tons;  Manaus,  7,400  tons;  Parintins,  100  tons  and  Itacoatiara, 
100  tons.    It  should  be  remembered  that  the  production  of  Brazil  nuts 
depends  more  on  availability  of  labor,  water  in  small  streams  and  the 
condition  of  the  export  market  at  export  centers  than  upon  actual  set  of 
nuts  on  the  trees.    The  present  forecast  therefore  can  be  materially  in- 
creased or  reduced  as  the  season  advances. 

The  1951  season  harvest  started  in  a  small  way  late  in  November 
and  increased  through  December  to  its  present  level.  Preliminary 
reports  indicate  that  lack  of  rain  in  the  upper  rivers  and  small  streams 
has  hindered  the  transportation  of  nuts  to  export  centers.    The  season 
really  has  begun  to  reach  its  stride  and  if  the  rains  come  in  time 
this  water  shortage  will  have  little  effect  on  the  1951  harvest.    It  is 
reported  some  exporters  made  commitments  for  the  second  half  of  February 
and  early  March  shipments  and  are  now  worried  about  the  slow  arrivals 
from  the  interior. 

Foreign  buyers,  primarily  United  States  and  British,  have  shown 
an  interest  in  these  nuts  earlier  than  usual.    The  first  of  the  new 
season's  business  is  reported  to  have  occurred  late  in  November. 
United  States  importers  had  contracted  for  an  estimated  20,000  cases 
of  shelled  (66  pounds  each)  at  prices  ranging  from  h2  cents  to  50  cents 
per  pound  f.o,be,  Belem  and  Manaus  by  mid-»January,    The  British  buyers 
had  purchased  only  a  few  shelled  nuts  during  the  season  to  date. 

The  British  are  showing  more  interest  in  unshelled  nuts,  There 
were  2  representatives  of  British  importing  firms  in  Belem  late  in 
1950  who  are  reported  to  have  purchased  about  2,000  short  tons  of 
unshelled  for  late  February-early  March  shipment.    These  nuts  are 
intended  to  reach  England  in  time  for  the  Easter  trade „    The  British 


(Continued  on  Page  ) 
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BRAZIL  NUTS:    Estimated  commercial  production  in 
Brazil,  1950  with  comparisons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 

TJnshelled  basis 


Year 

9 
• 

:  Bolivia 

• 
• 

• 

!  Brazil 

\  Total 

• 

:  Short  tons 

■ 

:  Short  tons 

:  Short  tons 

Averages: 

• 

* 
• 

• 

• 

•  « 

:  22,600 

24,400 

• 

•  * 

•  t 

i  17,400 

:  17,500 

Annual: 

•  i 

0  ( 

• 
• 

•  < 

•  « 

3,300  : 

3,300 

1945  

• 

•  i 

6,800  : 

!  6,900 

•  4 

27,500  : 

27,600 

•  < 

•  • 

30,400  : 

:  30,500 

•  1 

•  I 

:       18,900  : 

19,000 

•  4 

•  4 

35,200  : 

35,400 

•  4 

:       23,200  : 

23,400 

1951  2/   

• 

•  4 

•  1 

35,500  i 

35,700 

1/  Revised 

2/  Preliminary. 

0FAR,  TJSDA.    Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics 

of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  U.  S.  Foreign  Service  officers,  results 

of  office  research,  and  other  information. 
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UNITED  STATES:    Imports  of  Brazil  nuts 
(Crop  year,  September-August) 


Tear 

:  Average 

Annual 

1949/51 

1 Q/  ^  1 1  f>-< 
J-7A-P/ 4-°  — 

1949/50  : 

1  1946-47  ' 

1947-48 

|  1943-49 

1949-50 

:  y 

:    Short  : 
!  tons 

:    Short  ! 
!  tons 

:  Short 
;  tons 

Short 
tons 

:    Short  ' 
!  tons 

■    Short  ! 
!  tons 

Short 
tons 

3,105  : 
:        57  ' 

3,466  : 

3,260  : 
12 

SHKIiTiED 
2,925  : 

1     y ; 

2,990 
!  10 

:    4,198  ! 

:          2  : 

1,184 

:  0 

:          5  j 

Total  ■ . . ! 

:    3,162  : 

:    3,471  : 

'  3,272 

:    2,925  : 

:  3,000 

:  4,200 

:  1,184 

8,106 

!  3 

:  11,061  : 
i  0 

:  11,739 

!  0 

UNSHELLED 
:  14,336 
i  0 

.  12,462 
:  0 

:  10,877 
:  0 

:  615 
:  0 

:    8,109  : 

:  11,061 

:  11,739 

:  14,336 

:  12,462 

:  10,877 

:  615 

1/    3  months,  September  through  November. 
2/    Less  than  one-half  ton. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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COMMODITY  DEVELOPMENTS 


TOBACCO 

BRAZIL'S  FLUE -CURED  TOBACCO  PRODUCTION 
LOWER;  LIGHT  AIR -CURED  PRODUCTION  HIGHER 

Brazil's  1950-51  flue-cured,  leaf  crop  is  estimated  at  5  percent 
below  the  1949-50  harvest.    The  1950-51  light  air -cured  harvest  is 
estimated  over  20  percent  above  1949-50. 

The  Brazilian  1950-51  flue -cured  production  is  estimated  at 
4l,3  million  pounds  from  32,120  acres.    This  compares  to  4-3.4 
million  pounds  from  32,250  acres  in  1949-50  and  43. 5  million 
pounds  from  37, 436  acres  in  1948-49. 

Light  air -cured  leaf  production  for  the  1950-51  season  is 
estimated  at  56.8  million  pounds  from  38,300  acres  as  compared  to 
46.3  million  poundB  from  31,l6o  acres  in  1949-50  and  39.7  million 
pounds  from  39,290  acres  in  1948-49. 

Brazil's  1950-51  total  leaf  production  is  estimated  at  210.4 
million  pounds  from  291,000  acres  as  compared  to  197.8  million 
pounds  from  279,900  acres  in  1949-50.    The  1948-49  tobacco  harvest 
totaled  188.1  million  pounds  from  291,900  acres. 

The  1950-51  average  yield  per  acre  for  flue-cured  is  placed 
at  about  1,287  pounds  which  corresponds  to  1,345  pounds  per  acre 
in  1949-50  and  1,163  pounds  per  acre  in  1948-49,  vhereas  the 
1950-51  average  yield  per  acre  for  light  air -cured  is  placed  at 
1,485  pounds  which  corresponds  to  1,486  pounds  per  acre  in  1949- 
50  and  1,010  pounds  per  acre  in  1948-49.    The  average  yield  per 
acre  for  the  total  tobacco  harvest  in  1950-5 1  will  only  be  about 
723  pounds  as  compared  to  707  pounds  per  acre  in  1949-50  and  6^4 
pounds  in  1948-49. 

Flue-cured  and  light  air-cured  tobacco  production  comprises 
about  45  percent  of  the  total  leaf  poundage  while  most  of  the 
remaining  tobacco  grown  is  cigar -type  leaf,    The  average  yield 
per  acre  for  cigar  tobacco  is  relatively  low  in  Brazil, 
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NICARAGUA  CREATES  NEW 
TOBACCO  TAX  SCHEDULE 

Decree  No.  19  of  Nicaragua's  National'  Cons4: itutent  Assembly  dated 
October  27,  1950  created  additional  taxes  on  tobacco  and  tobacco  products, 
produced  locally  or  imported  from  othor  countries,  according  to  John  P. 
Rourk,  Assistant  Attache,  Managua.  ~~ 

Article  I  of  the  decree  provides  for  the  following  taxes: 

(a)  5  centavos  Cordoba  (1  U.S.  cent)  per  pack  of  20  cigarettes 
produced  in  the  country,  if  such  pack  is  sold  wholesale  for  more  than 
45  centavos . 

(b)  10  centavos  Cordoba  (2  U.S.  cents)  per  pack  of  imported      •  - 
cigarettes  regardless  of  brand  or  type. 

(c)  1  centavo  Cordoba  (l/5  U.S.  cent)  per  gram  on  all  cigars 
manufactured  in  the  country  with  the  exception  of  those  known  as  1 
Chileagre  or  Japala. 

(d)  2  centavos  Cordoba  (2/5  U.S.  cent)  per  gram  on  all  cigars 
imported  from  other  countries  regardless  of  brand  or  type. 

(e)  1  centavo  Cordoba  (l/5  U.S.  cent)  per  gram  on  pipe  tobacco, 
leaf  tobacco,  snuff,  etc.  if  of  local  origin  or  2  centavos  Cordoba  per 
gram  if  imported. 

According  to  the  decree,  25  percent  of  the  tax  revenue  from  the 
tobacco  and  tobacco  products  will  be  used  for  construction  of  a  new 
General  Hospital  in  Managua.    The  other  75  percent  will  be  used  to 
cover  an  expected  deficit  in  the  country's  national  budget  if  needed; 
otherwise  it  will  be  expended  on  civil  improvements  such  as  school 
buildings,  health  centers,  and  the  promotion  of  sports. 

SPAIN  PURCHASES 
CUBAN  TOBACCO 

The  Spanish  Government's  Tobacco  Monopoly  (La  Tabacalera,  S.A.) 
recently  purchased  about  2.2  million  pounds  of  leaf  tobacco  from 
Cuban  exporters,  according  to  J.L.  Martinez,  American  Embassy,  Havana. 
Thie  tobacco  is  now  being  prepared  for  shipment  from  low-quality  surplus 
leaf  of  the  Cuban  Tobacco  Stabilization  Fund.    Spain's  La  Tabacalera  is 
reportedly  expecting  to  purchase  more  leaf  in  1951,  depending  on  avail- 
ability of  dollar  exchange.    During  1950  the  Spanish  Government's 
Tobacco  Monopoly  took  about  k.O  million  pounds  of  leaf  from  Cuba. 
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CUBA  TO  EXPORT  MACHINE  - 
MADE  CIGARS 

One  of  Cuba's  cigar  manufacturers  will  begin  exportation  of  machine- 
made  cigars  during  February  1951*  according  to  J.  L.  Martinez,  American 
Embassy,  Havana. 

This  manufacturer  has  orders  for  70,000  cigars  and  hopes  to 
receive  monthly  orders  for  100,000  in  the  future.    Other  Cuban  cigar 
manufacturers  reportedly  have  orders  from  the  United  States  for  machine- 
made  cigars  and  expect  to  begin  exporting  this  March. 

NEW  ZEALAND  TOBACCO 
PRODUCTION  REVISED  UPWARD 

A  preliminary  unofficial  estimate  places  New  Zealand^  1950-51 
tobacco  production  at  5.0  million  pounds  from  3,900  acres  as  compared 
to  a  previous  unofficial  forecast  of  4.5  million  pounds  from  4,000  acres 
according  to  Meade  T.  Foster,  Agricultural  Attache,  American  Embassy, 
Wellington.    Total  leaf  production  for  1949-50  was  placed  at  4.5  million 
pounds  from  3,950  acres  as  compared  to  5.0  million  pounds  from  4,393  acres 
in  1948-49. 


TROPICAL  PRODUCTS 

LITTLE  BEING  DONE  TO  INCREASE 
COFFEE  PRODUCTION  IN  HAITI 

Although  coffee  is  Haiti's  most  important  export  crop  and  coffee 
prices  are  currently  at  a  record  high  level,  very  little  is  being  done 
to  increase  the  country's  coffee  tree  numbers,  according  to  G.  A.  Hubert, 
Agricultural  Attache,  American  Embassy,  Port-au-Prince. 

There  has  been  a  general  downward  trend  in  coffee  shipments  from 
Haiti  since  1918-19,  when  exports  reached  a  record  total  of  815,000 
bags.    In  1949-50,  the  total  was  about  440,000  bags.    Lack  of  any  program 
for  organized  replanting  and  the  absence  of  proper  care  and  cultivation 
of  coffee  trees  have  curtailed  output  and  it  is  expected  that  coffee 
exports  will  continue  to  decline  unless  an  effective  program  to  increase 
coffee  production  is  devised  and  put  into  operation. 

Coffee  was  first  introduced  into  Haiti  in  1715  from  seedlings 
propagated  at  the  Jardin  des  Plantes  in  France.    During  the  French 
Colonial  period,  coffee -growing  was  developed  on  a  plantation  basis. 
Sugar  was  the  predominant  export  crop.    Most  of  the  sugar  plantations 
were  destroyed  during  the  Haitian  Revolution,  and,  following  the 
establishment  of  the  Republic  of  Haiti,  the  plantations  were  divided  up 
and  allotted  in  small  farms  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Revolutionary  armies.    Coffee  became  the  more  important  money  crop. 
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By  1919,  coffee  accounted  for  76  percent  of  the  total  value  of  Haiti's 
exports.    While  the  relative  value  of  coffee  exports  has  declined 
somewhat  since  1919,  coffee  remains  the  crop  which  affects  directly  the 
lives  and  livelihoods  of  the  2  l/2  million  peasants  who  make  up  the 
"basic  Haitian  population.    Good  coffee  crops  at  high  prices  mean 
prosperity  to  Haiti,  while  poor  crops  and  low  prices  mean  depression 
and  crisis, 

At  the  present  time,  there  are  about  270  million  coffee  trees 
in  Haiti  planted  on  about  395,000  acres  of  land.    About  665,000  bags 
of  coffee  were  produced  in  19^9-50,    Around  220,000  bags  were  consumed 
locally,  and  the  balance  was  available  for  export  to  foreign  markets. 
The  average  yield  per  tree  amounted  to  about  one -third  of  a  pound. 

The  Haitian  coffee  crop  is  grown  almost  entirely  on  tiny  peasant 
farms  devoted  principally  to  the  production  of  subsistence  crops.  Most 
of  the  coffee  acreage  has  been  in  coffee  trees  for  a  great  many  years, 
and  replanting  has  been  extremely  haphazard.    Very  little  cultivating 
is  done  except  cleaning  out  from  under  the  trees  at  the  end  of  each 
harvest  and  culling  out  the  dead  trees  and  those  too  old  to  bear. 
Pruning  is  mostly  limited  to  breaking  off  dead  or  damaged  branches 
occasionally. 

There  are  several  diseases  affecting  coffee  trees  in  Haiti. 
Among  these  are  brown  and  white  rot,  brown  and  yellow  spots,  Apate 
Franc esc a,  and  Leucoptera  Coffee 11a.    These  diseases  are  probably  less 
destructive,  however,  than  rats  and  crickets.    The  crickets  bore  into 
the  trees  and  tunnel  through  the  stems  and  branches.    Eats  cause  a 
serious  loss  of  ripe  coffee  berries  Just  before  the  harvest. 

There  are  two  projects  under  way  in  Haiti  experimenting  with  the 
growth  of  coffee  at  altitudes  above  5,000  feet.  The  results  of  these 
experiments  to  date  have  not  been  very  encouraging.  Other  than  these 
experiments,  practically  nothing  is  being  done  at  the  present  time  to 
expand  coffee  production  in  Haiti. 

The  quality  of  the  coffee  crop,  as  measured  by  the  cup  test,  has 
improved  immensely  during  the  past  few  years.    There  has  been  considerable 
progress  in  processing  coffee  for  export.    In  19^8-^9,  for  example, 
there  were  only  65  coffee  processing  plants  in  Haiti.    There  are  Ilk 
plants  available  for  the  1950-51  crop.     Of  this  total,  IfO  are  com- 
plete factories  for  the  preparation  of  washed  coffee,  53  a**e  large 
pulping  installations,  and  the  remainder  are  small  pulping  plants  and 
simple  hulling  outfits.    It  is  believed  that  between  a  third  and  a 
half  of  the  coffee  for  export  would  now  be  prepared  as  washed  coffee 
if  the  price  differential  between  washed  and  natural  coffee  was  greater. 
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BRITISH  EAST  AFRICAN  TEA 
PRODUCTION  INCREASING 

British  East  Africa's  1950  tea  production  now  is  estimated  at  19.1 
million  pounds  compared  with  only  16.7  million  pounds  in  19^9,  according 
to  R.M.  Schneider,  American  Consulate  General,  Nairobi.    By  195^,  it  is 
expected  that  tea  production  in  British  East  Africa  will  approximate 
25.0  million  pounds  annually. 

Total  acreage  of  mature  tea  in  British  East  Africa  increased  from 
32,722  in  19^9  to  3^,375  in  1950.    Acreage  and  production  by  territories 
for  19^9  and  1950  are  shown  in  the  table  below. 

TEA:    British  East  African  Acreage  and 
Production  by  territories,  19^9  and  1950 


Territory 

19^9 

1950 

:    Acreage  : 

Production 

:  Acreage 

:  Production 

:     Acres      :  1 

,000  pounds 

:  Acres 

.  1;000  pounds 

Kenya  

17,765  : 

11,900  : 

18,000 

:       Ik, 000 

Tanganyika. ,  

8,800  : 

1,^52 

9,375 

!  1,595 

Uganda  „ . , ; 

6,157  ? 

3/360 

7,000  ; 

3,500 

32,722  : 

16,712  : 

3^,375  : 

19,095 

Source:    Kenya,  Tanganyika,  and  Uganda  Departments  of  Agriculture. 


There  was  a  sharp  increase  in  capital  investments  in  the  British 
east  African  tea  industry  during  1950.    Significant  reasons  were  heavy 
world  demand  for  tea,  high  export  prices,  a  generally  adequate  supply 
of  cheap  labor  in  British  East  Africa,  and  low  taxation  rates.  During 
the  year,  large  supplies  of  locally  developed  seed  became  available,  and 
nurseries  on  the  large  estates  were  well  stocked  with  seedlings.  At 
Kericho,  experiments  in  vegetative  propagation  were  carried  on  by  the 
East  African  Tea  Research  Institute,  a  statutory  experimental  center 
operated  from  funds  provided  by  a  production  tax. 

Tea  consumption  in  British-East  Africa  increased  from  7.6 
million  pounds  in  19^9  to  9.4  million  in  1950.    Exports  during  the 
first  9  months  of  1950  totaled  9.3  million  pounds,  compared  with  exports 
of  9.2  million  pounds  for  the  entire  19^9  calendar  year. .  This  increasing 
is  attributed  to  larger  production  and  processing  capacity  and  the  unload- 
ing of  a  large  carry-over  from  19^9.    Principal  destinations  during 
the  first  9  months  of  .1950  were  the  Anglo -Egyptian  Sudan  - (2,325, 000 
pounds),  Canada  (1,8^5,000  pounds),  and  the  United  States  (1,5^6,000 
pounds).    Prices  rose  steadily  in  line  with  market  conditions  at 
Colombo  and  Calcutta, 
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GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  AND  FEEDS 

BURMA  MAINTAINS  RICE 
EXPORTS  IN  1950 

Exports  of  ric9  and  rice  products  from  Burma  in  1950  totaled  2,639 
million  pounds  of  milled  rice  and  143  million  pounds  of  rice  "bran, 
according  to  a  report  from  the  American  Embassy,  Rangoon.    The  total  of 
2,782  million  pounds  of  rice  and  rice  products  surpassed  the  1949  level 
of  2,720  million  pounds,  despite  a  near-cessation  of  shipments  in  January 
and  February  1950.    Deliverieo  were  lees,  however,  than  the  exports  of 
2,858  million  pounds  of  rice  and  rice  products  in  1948. 

Exports  in  1950  originally  had  been  estimated  in  Burma  at  about  2,200 
million  pounds,  and  the  substantial  gain  from  this  volume  reflects  an  im- 
provement in  local  conditions  during  the  year.    The  1950  exports  included 
about  900  million  pounds  of  carry-over  stocks  from  the  1948-49  crop. 


BURMA:    Rice  (milled)  exports  by  country  erf  destination, 
1950,  with  comparisons  • 


Country  of 
destination 


Average 
1936-40 


India  : 

Ceylon  s . . .  : 

Malaya  : 

Indonesia  : 

Borne  o  , . : 

Hong  Kong  ; 

China  : 

Korea ,  ......,.: 

Japan  : 

Pakistan  ; 

United  Kingdom  ■ 

Other  Europe  : 

Mauritius  : 

French  &  Portuguese  India: 

Near-  East  : 

Other  countries  : 


Million 
pounds 

3,  532 
807 

506 
156 

2/ 
117 
c; 

v 

"128 

497 
61 

2/ 
2/ 

"465 


3/  )233 


Total  ;  6,504 


1947 


Million 
pounds 

767 

246 

298 
106 
10 

207 
126 

0 
0 

6 
0 
0 


3/ 


8/ 
1/ 


13 


1,779 


1948 


Million 
pounds 

1,110 
684 
443 
132 
23 
82 
136 
0 

2/ 
£/ 

76 

5 
25 

2/ 


2,725 


1949 


Million 
pounds 

837 
59^ 
326 

297 
2/ 

"  38 

89 

2/ 
122 

125 

63 

H 

£/ 

141 


2,632 


1950  1/ 


Million 
pounds 

426 
942 

$9 
436 

£/ 

18 
68 

£/ 

379 

£/ 

17 
52 
^9 
46 
98 
49 


2,639 


1/  Preliminary.  2/  Not  separately  reported.  3/  To  Japan,  Korea  and  Taiwan, 
%j  Included  in  imports  into  India. 


State  Agricultural  Marketing  Board  of  Burma. 
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The  principal  countries  of  destination  of  1950  exports  were  Ceylon, 
Indonesia,  India,  and  Japan.    Exports  not  shown  in  the  above  table  were 
shipped  to  the  following  areas  and  countries  (million  pounds):  to 
European  countries,  Belgium,  22;  the  Netherlands,  16;  Sweden,  6; 
Norway,  6;  and  Germany,  2.    Shipments  to  the  Near  East  of  98  million 
pounds  were  delivered  to  Aden,  Palestine,  and  Red  Sea  and  Persian  Gulf 
Ports.    Rice  was  exported  also  to  Africa  and  Ethiopia,  Ik;  West  Africa, 
7;  Seychelles,  19;  British  West  Indies,  5;  and  New  Zealand,  3. 

Exports  of  rice  bran,  totaling  1^3  million  pounds,  were  shipped 
to  the  following  countries  (million  pounds):    United  Kingdom,  58; 
Malaya,  kk;  Belgium,  16;  Denmark,  13,  Norway,  10,  and  Ceylon,  2. 

The  shipments  of  milled  rice  during  December  totaled  2^2  million 
pounds,  principally  to  the  following  countries  (million  pounds):  India, 
69;  Indonesia,  62;  Ceylon,  ^0;  Persian  Gulf  Ports,  25;  Japan,  20; 
East  Africa,  8;  and  Malaya  7. 

CANADA'S  FLOUR 
PRODUCTION  UP 

Canada's  production  of  wheat  flour  during  1950  was  reported  at 
21  million  barrels,  a  5  percent  increase  over  the  19^9  total,  but 
with  the  exception  of  that  year,  the  smallest  grind ings  since  19^2. 
The  1950  flour  output  was  almost  equally  divided  between  the  eastern 
and  western  division.    Total  wheat  ground  during  the  year  was  93.6 
million  bushels,  compared  with  88.8  million  in  19J+9o 

The  peak  of  the  1950  flour  output  was  reached  in  October  and 
November,  with  2.1  million  barrels  produced  in  each  of  those  months. 
This  contrasts  with  the  low  point  of  1.3  million  barrels  reported  for 
July.    That  was  the  smallest  flour  production  for  any  month  in  recent 
years.    Millfeeds  produced  during  the  calendar  year  1950  were  about 
725,000  short  tons. 

Indicated  domestic  consumption  in  Canada  averages  around  10  million 
barrels  of  flour,  with  production  above  that  quantity  available  for 
export.    During  1950,  exports  totaled  about  10  million  barrels,  contrasted 
with  the  record  exports  of  18  million  barrels  in  19Vf «,    This  is  still, 
however,  well  above  the  prewar  export  level. 


(See  accompanying  table  on  following  page) 
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CANADA:    Wheat  flour  production  and  exports,  1939-1950 


• 

Calendar  year 

• 

Wheat 

:  Flour 

Flour 

ground 

:  produced 

r  exported 

• 

1,000 

:       1,000  ! 

!  1,000 

• 

bushels 

:      barrels  l/ 

barrels  \f 

1939   : 

77 . 007 

:       15.752  : 

:  5,342 

1940   : 

73,455 

:       17.4l6  : 

6.971 

1941  : 

95,152 

:       20,869  : 

11,439 

92,853 

i       20,760  ! 

:  10,638 

1943  : 

108,448 

s       24,475  j 

:  12,897 

1944   : 

107,304 

;       24,292  ; 

:  13,939 

111,278 

25,059  : 

13,731 

1946   : 

121,824 

27,375  : 

:  14,984 

126,184  : 

:  28,057 

:  18,082 

101,445 

:       22,385  : 

12,378 

1949   : 

88,766 

:       19,971  1 

9,698 

1950  2/  : 

6,898  : 

•    ...   1,550  ! 

934 

7,101  : 

:        1,606  ! 

742 

8,235  : 

1,851 

806 

7 , 276  : 

1,628  : 

732 

7,530  : 

1,695  J 

1,163 

June  » • «  : 

7.308 

1  650  : 

893 

5,642  ; 

1,279  i 

712 

7,596  : 

1,714  ! 

916 

8,269  : 

1,860  : 

509 

9,404 

2,108  : 

758 

9,413  i 

2,104  : 

1,051 

8,943 

1,975  : 

880 

93,615  : 

21,020  : 

10,095 

1/  In  barrels  of  196  pounds.    2/  Preliminary  reports. 


From  official  reports  of  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics. 

UNION  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA'S 
GRAIN  OUTLOOK  FAVORABLE 

Near -record  crops  of  the  principal  grains  was   expected  in  the  Union 
of  South  Africa,  according  to  latest  report.    The  wheat  harvest  completed 
in  Dye ember  was  estimated  at  about  20  million  bushels,  as  of  the  end  of 
December.    That  figure  has  been  exceeded  only  twice  in  the  country's 
records.    The  current  outlook  shows  considerable  improvement  over  earlier 
estimates.     (See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  November  13,  1950.) 
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Prospects  for  a  20-million  bushel  wheat  crop  indicate  an  increase 
of  a  third  over  last  year's  crop,  now  placed  at  15  million  "bushels.  It 
would  also  "be  well  above  the  prewar  average  of  16  million  bushels.  It 
is  noted  that,  official  estimates  of  wheat  production  in  the  Union  of 
South  Africa  relate  to  production  on  European  holdings  only,  excluding 
a  comparatively  minor  native  production.    Production  on  native  holdings, 
for  which  official  estimates  are  not  available,  usually  runs  about  a 
half -mil lion  bushels. 

Latest  prospects  place  the  corn  harvest  which  normally  begins  in 
April,  at  about  85  million  bushels.    The  harvest,  would  be,  at  that 
figure,.,  one  of  the  largest  of  record,    Above -average  autumn  rainfall 
put  the  soil  into  good  condition  for  plowing  and  the  acreage  is  estimated 
to  be  larger  than  a  year  ago.    Native  production,  which  is  a  larger 
part  of  the  total  than  was  the  case  for  wheat,  is  included  in  com 
estimates. 

Prospects  for  the  corn  crop  were  brighter  than   earlier  in  the 
season,  following  good  rains  received  in  December,    Though  too  late  to 
benefit-  early  plantings  materially,  the  rains  were  most  benef  icial 
to  late  plantings,  according  to  reports. 


LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

AUSTRIAN  LIVESTOCK  NUMBERS,  EXCEPT 
SHEEP,  SHOW  INCREASE 

Livestock  numbers  in  Austria,  according  to  the  preliminary 
December  1950  census,  continued  an  upward  trend,  except  for  sheep. 
Hog  and  cattle  numbers  showed  increases  of  31  and  k  percent, 
respectively,  over  a  year  earlier,  but  official  estimates  report 
both  classes  about  12  percent  below  comparable  1938.    Both  cattle 
and  hog  numbers  have  exceeded  the  estimates  projected  in  the  long- 
term  program  for  1950. 

The  number  of  horses,  while  15  percent  above  the  prewar  level;. 
remained  practically  unchanged.    Sheep  numbers,  on  the  other  hand, 
declined  by  about  3  percent  from  the  preceding  year,  although  still 
about  15  percent  above  the  1938  level. 

Livestock  numbers  are  still  considered  to  be  somewhat  under- 
estimated.   The  census  is  reported  in  detail  in  the  accompanying 
table  on  the  following  page. 
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AUSTRIA:    Number  of  livestock  on  December  3,  1950 
".  with  comparisons 


Classification  .. 

:      Dec.  3 

:  ;i938 

j     Dec.  3 
1948 

: ,-.  Dec .  3  ' 

.  1949 

1 

n  *  ... 

t-Pral.  Dec.  3 
",.  1950 

Cattle  .  .. 

Calves  under  1  year  ... 

Heifers,  2  years  .&  over 
Steers,  2  years  &  over 

:  Thousands 

1      ' .       *       -  -      '  - 

:  517 
131 

:  249 
1,216 

:  Thousands 
1 

-462 
:  31-2 
:  138 
:  168 
:  1,014 
:  15 

:  Thousands 

:  504 
319 
:  130 
:  167 
:  1,072 
:       ;  11 

:  Thousands 

i  507 

:    -  120 
:  166 
:  ( 

5  (  1,143 

2,579  : 

;  2,109 

••'•2,203  : 

2,219 

Hogs 

Pigs  under  6  months  . . . : 

1,523  : 
43  : 
338  : 
964-  : 

781 
31 
231 

575 

1,035  ! 
:  34 
:  270 

588  ; 

'"  1,^52 
i      ••  34 
:  274 
762 

2,865  ! 

L,6l8 

1,927  : 

2,522 

Horses  : 
Total  Horses  : 

315  : 

349  .  ; 

37  : 
210  : 

454  j 

316  \ 

60  1 
224  : 

375  : 
317  : 

65  ! 
217  : 

363 
322 

64 
219 

247  : 

284  : 

282  : 

283 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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PHILIPPINE  LIVESTOCK 
SITUATION 

Preliminary  estimates  of  livestock  numbers  on  December  31,  1950, 
shoved  increases  in  a^-1  types*  of  livestock,  compared  with  a  year  earlier. 
Cattle  numbers  were  estimated  at  only  about  60  percent  of  prewar,  reflect- 
ing a  slow  postwar  recovery  due  to  inflated  prices  which  have  caused 
farmers  to  hesitate  in  rebuilding  their  herds.    The  number  of  carabaos 
was  estimated  at  80  percent  of  the  1939  level. 

Hog  numbers, .  according  to  the  estimates,  totaled  5*5  million  head, 
about  25  percent  above  prewar.    Hogs  provide  the  largest  share  of  the 
islands'  meat  supply.    The  number  of  horses  remained  at  70  percent  of 
prewar,  while  goat  and  sheep  numbers  exceeded  prewar  by  20  and  1  percent, 
respective ly. 

While  these  data  are  based  on  annual  and  projected  estimates  of 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census  and  Statistics,  it  is  possible  that  revisions 
will  be  made  when  the  results  of  the  1948  agricultural  census  become 
available., 


PHILIPPINES:    Number  of  livestock  on  December  31,  1950 

with  comparisons 


Year  as  of 
December  31  ' 

Carabaos • 

Cattle 

i  Horses 

;  Hogs 

!  Goats 

:  Sheep 

1939  

!  2,919 

:    1, 349  . 

340 

,    4,  349 

;  402 

:  38 

1945....  

!  1,317  : 

56O 

>,  170  ! 

1,984  j 

197  ! 

i  19 

1946  ; 

.  1,389 

i  444 

1  151 

-    1,461  : 

183  : 

19 

1947  

1,715 

\  613 

183 

:    2,637  « 

r  278 

:  26 

1948.  .... 

;  1,819 

!  658 

:  195 

:    3,533  • 

!     341  ' 

31 

1949  1/   

.  2,035 

1  720 

•  215 

4,415 

!  375 

;  34 

1950  1/   

:  2,280 

790 

:  235 

»                 L  1 

— —  • 

1  5,520 

:     410  j 

•  38 

1/  Preliminary  projected  estimates 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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Estimated  consumption  of  meat  in  1950  fell  about  18  million  pounds 
"below  the  preceding  year,  due  partly  to  a  slightly  lower  domestic 
production,  but  chiefly  to  reduced  imports.    Meat  imports  in  1950  were 
sharply  reduced  as  a  result  of  rigid  import  and  exchange  controls ; imposed 
,  in:  late  19^9.    Imports  of  meat,  which  constituted  5  percent  o'f  the  prewar 
meat  supply  and  rose  to  Ik-  percent  in  19^8,  furnished  about  3  percent 
of  the  supply  in  1950,    Currently,  import  controls  have  been  relaxed  to 
allow  government  imports  of •  beef  and  other  meat  products  needed  to  build 
up  stocks  of  meat. 

PHILIPPINES:    Total  Meat  Production,  trade  and  consumption, 
-  average  193^-38  and"  annual  19^7-1950 


Year               "  Production  l/  "*  i-mports  *  Consumption 

"     :  1,000  1  1,000  :  1,000 

:  poundB  :  pounds  :  pounds 

Average  :  :"  : 

193^-38  :  209,^15  :  9,9^0  :  219,355 

19^7  :  13^,505  :  5,057  :  H+9,190 

19W  .   128,1+29  i  21,310  :  1^9,739 

19^9  :  158,077  :  18,082  :  176,159 

1950  (estimate)..! .:  -        15^,000  :.  k,0C0  :  156,000 


1/  Based  on  estimate  that  animals  slaughtered  in  government  abattoirs 
constitute  at  most  70  percent  of  actual  number  slaughtered,  poultry 
included. 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 
Outlook 

Normal  increases  in  livestock  numbers  may  be  anticipated  in  1951, 
with  cattle,  carabao,  and  horse  numbers  continuing  below  the  prewar 
level.    Some  increase  can  be  expected  in  the  domestic  meat  production, 
the  degree  of  increase  depending  upon  consumer  demand  and  the  rate  of 
recovery  of  the  livestock  industry.    The  1951  marketing  situation  will 
likely  be  dominated  by  somewhat  higher  prices  and  shorter  supplies, 
despite  the  institution  of  price  controls  and  a  slight  relaxation  of 
import  restrictions. ---Based  on  a  report  by  Merril  W.  Abbey,  Agricultural 
Attache,  American  Embassy,  Manila, 
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CANADA  CANCELS  BUTTER 
IMPOST  RESTRICTION 


The  Canadian  Government,  by  an  Order -in -Council  dated  January  27, 
1951,  set  aside  its  decree  of  January ; 24  which  required  prior  permits 
for  the  importation  of  butter.    While  the  cancellation  of  the  decree 
means  that  butter  may  now  be  imported  freely  into  Canada,  no  large 
quantities  are  expected  to  be  brought  into  the  Dominion,  but  rather 
that  imports  will  be  limited  to  the  4.5  million  pounds  purchased  from 
New  Zealand,  and  now  on  the  way  to  Canadian  ports. 

MORE  CANADIAN 
EGOS  TO  U.S. 

The  shipment  of  Canadian  eggs  to  the  United  States  during  December 
1950  and  the  first  part  of  January  1951  was  at  unusually  high  levels  as 
a  result  of  high  egg  prices  in  the  United  States.    From  November  27,  1950 
through  January  27,  1951,  egg  shipments  were  nearly  3  times  as  large 
as  in' the  like  period  for  1949-50.    Even  after  United  States  prices  had 
weakened  somewhat  in  January,  shipments  were  above  like  weeks  in  early 
1950  when  the  Canadian  market  was  demoralized  by  the  loss  of  the  United 
Kingdom  contract. 


CANADA:    Exports  of  eggs  to  the  United  States,  weekly, 
December  1950  -  January  1951,  with  comparison 


Week  ending 


1951 


January  27 
January  20 
January  13 
January  6 


1950 


December  30 
December  23 
December  16 
December  9 
December  2 


Cases 


9,628 
10,887 
14, 706 
17,842 


15,675 
9,839 
17 ,  l4o 
13,159 
4,590 


Week  ending 


Cases 


1950 


January  28 
January  21 
January  14 
January  7 


1949 


December  31 

December  2k 

December  17 

December  10 

December  3 


6,980 
10,041 
11,035 

6,154 


4,481 
1,366 
160 
371 
738 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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AUSTRALIAN  WOOL  -v  /  / 

EXPORTS  DOWN  IN  1950  :  ; 

Wool  exports  from  Australia  to  all  destinations  for  the  first  5 
months  (July -November)  of  the  current  season  amounted  to  392  million 
pounds.    This  is  52  million  pounds  below.- total  exports  for  the  same 
five  months  in  1949- and.  about  9  million  pounds  below  those  in  1948 « 
This  figure,  is.  made  up  of  3.27  million  pounds  greasy,  43  million  pounds 
scoured,  15  million  pounds  carbonized  and- about  8  million, pounds  of 
noils,  tops  and  waste,-  v,.  :••         ,.         :   » . 

A  breakdown  of  shipments  by  country  of  destination,  of  greasy 
wool  only,  indicates  considerable  decrsase  in  the  amounts  destined 
for  the  United  Kingdom,  France,  Belgium,  the  United  States  and  Poland, 
while  the  only  countries  to.  show  appreciable  increased  over  imports 
in  the  5  i months  ended  November  30,  1949  were  Germany,  Italy,  and  Sweden, 

...  -,,  ;  AUSTRALIA:    Exports- of  greasy  wool  to, major,  consuming  countries 
v  ,  '         ;  and  total  exports,  July  -  November  1950  with  comparison. 


• 

Destination' 

• 

1948 

i  1949 

:  ,1950 

1,000  lbs. 

:      1,000  lbs. 

:     1,000  lbs. 

• 

United  Kingdom, . ... 

102,068-  . 

;        148,510    •  -., 

:•  104,547 

France,  .„ .... ,-...„-; 

104,119 

:  72,283 

!  57,234 

35,196  : 

50,299 

:  44,917 

24,152  : 

37,890 

:  33,518 

5,833  : 

:  21,360 

20,975 

"   2,082  : 

17,957  : 

:  20,627 

30,640  ', 

16,667  ! 

20,463 

11,306  1 

10,327  : 

6,608 

15,712  : 

3,671 

4,057 

719  : 

753'  : 

3,810 

All  other  Countries,. . .  : 

11,653  ': 

14,557  : 

11,174 

TOTAL  1  t 

343,480  : 

394,274  : 

327,930 

Source:    Monthly  wool  report  from  Australia. 


AUSTRALIAN  WOOL 
SALES  AND  MOVEMENT 

Sales  of  wool  in  all  Australian  centers  during  the  month  of  December 
of  1950  amounted  to  230,729  bales  of  greasy  wool  and  9,419  bales  of 
scoured,  compared  to  334,514  greasy  and  11,370 'scoured  in  the  same 
month  in  1949.  .  The  average  prices  received  were  $1.32  and  $1.67  per 
pound  for  greasy  and  scoured  wool  respectively,'  more  than  double  those 
received  in  December  1949.    All  major  consuming  counties  were  represented 
at  the  sales  with  the  chief  demand  coming  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
Western  European  countries  and  the  United  States. 
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Receipts  into  "broker  stores  through  December  of  1950  amounted  to 
2,859  thousand  hales  as  compared  to  2,903  thousand  hales  in  the  same 
period  in  19^9,  a  reduction  of  over  hh  thousand  hales  available  for 
sale.    The  reduction  was  in  wool  re -offered  for  sale  as  new  clip  wool  ■ 
receipts  were  23,277  bales  above  receipts  for  the  corresponding  period 
in  19^9. 

This  indicates  an  attempt  of  producers  to  market  their  wool  during 
the  months  of  big  sales  and  little  inclination  on  the  part  of  speculative 
holders  to  re -offer  any  wool  prior  to  the  turn  of  the  year. 

Sales  during  the  first  6  months  of  the  season  amounted  to  over 
1.7  million  bales  compared  to  over  1.8  million  in  19^9.    Less  wool  was 
shipped  abroad  for  sale  in  I95O  as  only  13,887  bales  were  listed  in 
that  category  compared  to  23,5^3  in  the  6  months'  July-December  19^9- 


FATS  AND  OILS 

INDIA'S  PEANUT  OUTPUT  NOW  ESTIMATED  DOWN; 
SESAME,  CASTOR  APPROXIMATE  PAST  SEASON'S  LEVEL 

The  estimate  of  India's  1950  peanut  production  has  been  revised 
downward  to  a  level  below  that  for  19^9  whereas  sesame  and  castor 
(1951)  crops  are  expected  to  approximate  last  season's  output,  ac- 
cording to  R.A.  Christopher  and  R.  Narayana  Iyer,  American  Consulate 
General,  Madras.    Estimates  early  in  the  season  indicated  that  the 
large  peanut  acreage --10;  000,  000  acres--would  yield  the  largest  crop 
since  19^.    Unfavorable  weather  conditions,  however,  have  resulted 
in  a  sharp  reduction  of  the  expected  outturn  to  the  unofficial  figure 
of  2,296,000  short  tons  of  peanut  kernels  (approximately  3,1*4^9000  tons 
of  unshelled  nuts) .    The  final  estimate  for  19^9  in  terms  of  unshelled 
nuts  was  3,806,880  tons. 

Following  the  report  of  the  subnormal  crop  the  Controller  of 
Exports  posted  a  notice  on  December  18,  1950,  that  exporters  "should 
not  enter  into  commitments  for  exports  of  groundnut  (peanut)  oil  up 
to  July  1951."    This  was  supplemented  by  another  announcement  dated 
January  8,  1951,  stating  that  "no  further  sales  of  groundnut  oil  and 
hand-picked  selected  groundnuts  should  be  registered  by  export 
licensing  authorities  at  Bombay,  Calcutta,  and  Madras"  .(See  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets  -  Late  News-Page  118,  February  5,  1951) • 

India  does  not  have  an  exportable  surplus  of  peanuts  or  peanut 
oil.    Present  exports  have  been  maintained  partly  to  comply  with 
bilateral  trade  agreements  with  a  few  countries  and  partly  to  obtain 
foreign  exchange.    Export    sales    of    peanut  oil  during  1950  are 
estimated  by  trade  sources  at  55,000  tons.    Peanut  exports  during  the 
first  7  months  amounted  to  approximately  105,000  tons  of  shelled  nuts. 
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Prices  of  peanuts  in  Madras  early  last  December  were  about  one- 
third  higher  than  a  year  earlier  and  peanut  oil  prices  were  one -fourth 
higher.    From  the  first  week  in  October  to  the  first  week  in  December 
wholesale  prices  for  peanut  kernels  strengthened,  though  they  declined 
slightly  in  the  meantime.    On  October  7,  kernels,  ex -warehouse  without 
packing,  ranged  f rom  180  rupees  per  candy  of  531  pounds  ($142  per  short 
ton)  to  l85  rupees  ($146).    On  December  2  the  prices  were  from  193  to 
196  rupees  ($153  to  $155).    Peanut  oil  prices  meanwhile  declined 
slightly.    For  oil  with  3  percent  free  fatty  acid,  in  containers, 
f.a.s,  Madras,  the  quotation  on  October  7  was  2,030  rupees  per  long  ton 
($380  per  short  ton).    On  December  2  the  price  was  1,990  rupees  ($373 h 

Sesame  acreage  and  production  figures  for  the  1950  crop  are 
believed  to  have  approximated  the  1949  official  estimates  of  4,615,000 
acres  and  424,480  tons. 

Exports  of  sesame  seed  and  oil  continue  to  be  prohibited  by  the 
Government  of  India,  and  trade  sources  do  not  think  production  of  this 
seed  will  expand. 

India's  1950  castor  bean  production  amounted  to  132, 160  tons. 
The  crop  harvested  in  January  and  February  1951  is  expected  to  yield 
132,000  to  134,000  tons  of  castor  beans.    Trade  sources  estimate  1950 
exports  at  about  123,000  tens  of  castor  beans  (including  castor  oil), 
In  view  of  India's  need  for  foreign  exchange  and  low  domestic 
consumption  of  castor  beans  and  oils,  it  appears  that  the  Government 
will  fix  an  aggregate  export  quota  of  about  84,000  tons  of  seed  and  oil 
during  1951. 

Controls  on  castor  bean  exports  have  been  in  effect  in  one  form 
or  another  since  July  1942,    At  present  no  exports  are  allowed  to  soft 
currency  areas,    Exports  to  hard  currency  areas  are  announced  at 
irregular  intervals,  depending  upon  the  availability  of  supplies  and 
India's  needs.    Within  the  over-all  quota  limitations,  individual  licenses 
are  granted  on  a  "first -come  first-served"  basis.    Castor  oil  can  be 
exported  without  restriction. 

Castor  bean  and  oil  prices  in  Bombay  rose  sharply  in  the  last 
quarter  of  1950,  particularly  in  December  when  stocks  from  last  season's 
crop  were  being  depleted.    Whereas  castor  bean  spot  prices  early 
last  October  were  37  rupees  per  hundredweight  ($139  per  short 
ton),  by  the  end  of  December  they  had  risen  to  48/8  rupees  ($182). 
Castor  oil  prices  in  the  same  period  rose  from  19-20  rupees  per  maund 
of  28  pounds  ($285-$300  per  short  ton)  to  27/4  rupees  ($409).  In 
Calcutta  wholesale  prices  for  castor  beans,  ranging  from  24  to  27/8 
rupees  ($90  to  $104)  in  September,  rose  to  28  to  33/8  rupees  ($105  to 
$126)  in  December.    Prices  of  castor  are  expected  by  the  trade  to  remain 
at  high  levels  as  long  as  the  international  situation  remains  as  it  is„ 


February  12,  1951  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


169 


PAKISTAN  INCREASES 
SESAME  ACREAGE 

Pakistan's  sesame  acreage  for  1950-51  Is  placed  at  193,000  acres, 
according  to  the  second  estimate  reported  "by  H.  W.  Spielman,  Agricultural 
Attache,  American  Embassy,  Karachi.    This  is  a  4.9  percent  increase  over 
the  corresponding  forecast  of  184,000  acres  in  1949-50.    Included  in  this 
is  the  area  damaged  or  destroyed  by  excessive  rains  and  heavy  floods  in 
the  Punjab,  which  amounts  to  8,000  acres  and  represents  27  percent  of  the 
sesame  area  in  the  Punjab. 

Except  in  the  Punjab,  Northwest  Frontier  Province,  and  Bahawalpur 
State,  there  is  a  general  increase  in  sesame  acreage,  which  is  attributed 
to  favorable  weather  conditions  at  the  time  of  sowing  and  the  high  prices 
of  oil  and  oilseeds. 

U.K.  TRADE  IN  SPECIFIED 
FATS  AND  OILS 

The  following  tables  show  the  United  Kingdom  exports  and  imports 
of  specified  fats  and  oils,  1950. 


UNITED  KINGDOM:    Exports  of  specified  fats  and  oils, 
:   :    !        1950  with  comparisons 


(1,000  pounds) 


Commodity 

1  1938 

• 

!  1949 

:  1950  1/ 

:  5,296 

:2/  12,706 

i  13,165 

Animal  oils,  including  fish  oils 

:  9,477' 

3,338,. 

!  5,097 

Vegetable  oils  other  than  essential, 

• 

28,498 

:2/l0,087 

!  .11,137 

Shortening,  including  lard  compound 

:2/  9,981 

:•  8,297 

9,035 

Animal  fats  and  oils  except  marine 

: .53x341  ■ 

8,021  .: 

:   '  9,397 

Fish  and  marine  animal  oils, 

•  12,004  '•; 

2/    3,510  ; 

8,091 

Soap  

:  81,338  : 

*  1 

2/  96,099 

98,203 

l/  Preliminary. 


2/  Revised.   

Trade  and  Navigation  of  the. United  Kingdom  -  December  1950. 
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UNITED  KINGDOM:    Imports  of  specified  fats  and  oils, 
1950  with  comparisons 
 (1,000  pounds)  


Commodity 

• 

:  1938 

• 

1949 

j     1950  1/ 

• 

•  1.390.010 

•2/ 

310,686 

•  335.440 

11,800 

27.574 

:     23 , 117 

P  eanut  s : 

18,285 

:2/ 

166 . 934 

:  138.385 

Shelled  ,  

712,826 

769,126 

:  713,404 

220,770 

64,447 

:  8,366 

7,188 

381 

:  3/ 

Stillingia  oil  (Tallow  seed  oil)  raw. 

.:  3/ 

5.374 

✓  J  w^  1  * 

:  17646 

2 

46,782 

:  162,196 

10,667 

3/ 

:  3/ 

9,851 

7,697 

:  1,318 

254,625 

238,072 

:  254,952 

, :  79,865 

:2/ 

121,193 

:  38,967 

5,843 

3/ 

:  3/ 

:2/l,03  0,100 

:1, 019,343 

294 .  ^91 

:2/ 

472,250 

:  523,976 

3,456 

15,584 

:  15,781 

3/ 

:  27,881 

•2/ 

185,512 

:  100,314 

42,184 

:2/ 

190,893 

:    248, 192 

71.221 

8,391 

:  39.249 

Castor  oil  .  „  ......  

7.654 

0 

:      17  259 

47  374 

3/ 

3/ 

Rapeseed  oil 

309 

222 

:  37 

Tung  oil,.,  B  

28,190 

23  256 

Other  oilseeds,  

16  851 

:2/ 

87,396 

:  47,923 

Other  VfifiTfi"haTi1ft  m'  1  n  yftflnftd 

1,803 

:       4, fpo 

Other  vegetable  oils,  unrefined  

, :  9.003 

€/ 

6p,240, 

17  304 

Margarine  ,  , , 

0 

0 

Oleo -margarine  and  oleo  oil..,.,  , 

3/  : 

3/ 

H 

77,  W: 

4,153 

Butter  4/. . . . ,   , 

2/ 

712, 264 j 

751,054 

Tallow : 

•  1 

•  4 

2/ 

68,107: 

84,314 

Refined, , . ,  

2/ 

52,190: 

37,640 

Whale  oil,  unrefined,,.,,  , 

:  505,543: 

1/ 

308,343: 

356,527 

Other  animal  oils,  including  fish 

•  « 

:  66,570: 

6,913.: 

•  7,966 

Other  fish  and  marine  oils, 

• 

•  • 

unrefined.  „ , . , 

:  44,551: 

45,929: 

25,984 

:  19,831: 

•  • 

803: 

0 

1/  Preliminary.    2/  Revised.    3/  Not  separately  classified. 
4/  There  were  8,9  million  pounds  of  butter  re-exported  in  1938,  7.3 
million  pounds  in  1949  and  1.2  million  pounds  in  1950.     Trade  and 
Navigation  of  the  United  Kingdom.    December  1950. 
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NETHERLANDS  GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS  FOR 
WHALE  OIL  AT  $321  PER  METRIC  TON 

The  Netherlands  Government  several  weeks  ago  contracted  in  advance 
for  the  entire  whale  oil  output  of  the  Netherlands  Whaling  Company, 
according  to  Clyde  W.  Snider,  Consulate  General,  Amsterdam.  The 
agreed  price  was  1,223.50  guilders  per  metric  ton  (U.S.  $321  per  metric 
ton)  for  first  quality  oil.    This  price  is  somewhat  higher  than  the  agreed 
price  to  be  paid  by  the  United  Kingdom's  Ministry  of  Food  for  production 
from  this  season5 s  Antarctic  whale  catch  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 
of  November  27  and  October  23,  1950). 

The  Netherlands ' this  season  again  is  represented  by  one  whaling 
expedition  headed  by  the  factory  ship  William  Barendsz.    There  was 
considerable  optimism  regarding  the  catch  during  the  current  pelagic 
season,  prior  to  its  beginning  last  December  22.    This  was  mainly  because 
the  expedition  had  k  converted  corvettes,  a  type  of  ship  which  has  proved 
highly  successful  in  previous  seasons. 

A  proposal  to  construct  a  second  factory  ship  long  has  been  the 
subject  of  serious  discussions  between  the  owners  of  the  William 
Barendsz  and  officials  of  the  Netherlands  Government.    The  output  of 
whale  oil  from  the  one  expedition  has  been  sufficient  to  meet  only 
less  than  half  of  the  Netherlands  annual  whale-oil  requirements, 
Although  it  is  recognized  that  the  total  season's  pelagic  whale  catch 
in  the  Antarctic  is  limited  under  the  International  Whaling  Convention 
to  16,000  blue -whale  units,  it  is  believed  in  some  quarters  that  the 
Netherlands  should  seek  as  large  a  share  of  this  as  possible.  Action 
in  this  direction  would  enable  the  Netherlands  to  conserve  foreign 
exchange  through  importing  less  oil  and  at  the  same  time  afford  an 
opportunity  to  a  private  company  to  meet  the  demands  for  whale  oil 
caused  by  the  increasing  consumption  of  margarine, 

U.Ke  CONTRACTS  TO  BUY  MALAYAN 
PALM  OIL  AT  $293  PER  TON 

Malayan  producers  of  palm  oil  will  receive  in  1951  a  substantially 
better  price  than  last  year  for  their  production,  reports  Assistant 
Agricultural  Attache  William  KLing,  American  Embassy,  London.  The 
United  Kingdom's  Ministry  of  Food  has  contracted  to  purchase  oil  at: 
a  price  of  HOh  l/2  per  long  ton  ($292. 60)  f.o.b.  Malaya,  an  increase 
of  kO  percent  from  the  price  of  lf(k  ($207.20)  paid  in  1950. 

The  new  price  apparently  is  very  satisfactory  to  the  Malayan 
palm  oil  producers.    Although  the  price  for  oil  sold  to  the  Ministry  of 
Food  in  1950  was  regarded  as  being  substantially  below  market  prloee  at 
the  time  it  was  agreed,  the  consensus  now  is  that,  despite  higher  cost 
of  production,  the  net  gain  to  producers  under  the  new  price  should  be 
substantial. 
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The  Ministry  of  Food  has  agreed  further  to  absorb  the  1952  production 
in  Malaya  at  a  price  to  "be  arranged  later. 


SWEDEN  TO  EXPORT  RAPE  SEED 
TO  WESTERN  GERMANY 

Sweden's  exports  in  1951  may  include  55,000  short  tons  of  rapeseed 
to  Western  Germany,  reports  the  American  Embassy,  Stockholm,  This 
quantity  is  specified  in  the  provisions  of  the  1951  Swedish-West  German 
Trade  Agreement  initialed  by  authorized  representatives  in  Frankfurt 
on  December  21,  1950,    In  addition  Sweden  has  agreed  to  sell  Western 
Germany  about  15,500  tons  of  butter,  as  well  as  other  agricultural 
commodit ies. 

The  Trade  Agreement,  though  still  not  signed  as  of  mid -January, 
\/as  applied  on  a  provisional  basis  as  of  January  1,  1951  <•    It  is  re- 
garded of  great  importance  to  Sweden  since  it  largely  solves  that 
country's  surplus  problem  for  the  commodities  concerned. 

ANTARCTIC  PELAGIC  WHALE  CATCH 
REACHES  7,683  BLUE-WHALE  UNITS 

The  total  catch  of  baleen  whales  during  the  current  Antarctic 
pelagic  whaling  season  as  of  January  27,  1951,  was  equivalent  to 
7,683  blue-whale  units.    This  figure,  which  does  not  include  the  catch 
of  the  Soviet  Union's  expedition  for  the  2  preceding  weeks,  was  re- 
ported to  the  U.S.  Department  of  Interior's  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
by  the  International  Bureau  of  Whaling  Statistics,  Sandef jord,  Norway, 

The  catch  of  7,683  blue-whale  units  was  nearly  half  the  permissible 
maximum  catch  of  16,000  blue-whale  units  established  again  by  the 
International  Whaling  Commission  for  the  current  season.    This  figure 
compares  favorably  with  the  slightly  higher  "J}9hk  blue-whale  units 
reported  as  of  January  28,  1950,  which  was  exclusive  of  the  Soviet 
Union's  expedition's  catch  for  the  preceding  week. 

There  are  19  expeditions  operating  in  the  Antarctic  this  season 
whereas  in  19^9-50  there  were  18.    The  season  tentatively  is  scheduled 
to  close  April  7.    However,  the  Commission  will  set  an  earlier  closing 
date,  if  necessary,  to  coincide  with  the  time  when  the  catch  appears 
likely  to  reach  the  maximum  of  16,000  blue -whale  units.    In  the  19^9-50 
season,  originally  scheduled  to  last  from  December  22  to  April  7  also, 
the  closing  date  established  later  was  March  15. 

The  pelagic  catch  of  humpback  whales  in  the  Antarctic  was  ordered 
to  cease  February  7,  1951,  at  12  p.m. --just  one  week  after  the  season 
opened.    The  determination  to  close  the  season  was  made  by  the  Bureau 
of  International  Whaling  Statistics  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  International  Whaling  Convention. 
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CORRECTION 

In  an  article  in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  of  February  5,  1951, 
titled  "Argentina's  Current  Oilseed  and  Oilseed  Products  Situation" 
page  1^3 ,  the  last  paragraph  on  page  lkh  should  have  read: 

Production  of  edible  oils  in  Argentina --from  sunf lover  seed,  peanuts, 
cottonseed,  and  rapeseed — could  be  about  353,000  short  tons,  if  the 
related-crop  forecasts  are  realized.    Export  availabilities — in  the 
crushing  year  beginning  April  1- -probably  would  total  15^,000  tons, 
assuming  close  to  200, £00  tons  would  be  used  domestically. 


•     COTTON  AM)  07BER  FIBER 

ITALY  MAINTAINS  COTTON 
CONSUMPTION  LEVEL 

Cotton  consumption  in  Italy  has  been  reported  at  218,000  bales 
(kQO  pounds  net)  for  the  first  3  months  of  the  current  season  (August 
through  October  1950),  according  to  J.  E.  Wiedemoayer,  American  Embassy, 
Rome. 

This  is  about  the  same  level  as  the  past  2  seasons  when  consumption 
was  930,000  and  950,000  bales  for  the  2  years „    There  has,  however, 
been  a  big  increase  in  rayon  staple  fiber  consumption  by  the  Italian 
cotton  mills.    In  September  and  October  of  1950  consumption  more  than 
doubled  the  previous  level  of  1,750  metric  tons  per  month  over  the 
previous  2  years.    In  September,  consumption  rose  to  3,390  metric  tons 
and  in  October  to  3/9^5  metric  tons.    This  would  be  the  equivalent 
of  about  17,000  bales  of  cotton  in  September  and  20,000  bales  in  October 
1950.    Therefore,  about  20  percent  of  the  fiber  consumption  of  the  Italian 
cotton  mills  is  now  synthetic  fiber  as  compared  to  about  10  percent  over 
the  past  2  seasons,,  ■ 

The  cotton  supply  situation  continues  to  be  the  principal  concern 
of  the  cotton  industry „    Allocations  of  United  States  cotton  to  date 
have  amounted  to  523,000  bales  as  compared  to  imports  of  700,000  bales 
of  United  States  cotton  in  the  previous  season.    Therefore,  to  maintain 
cotton  consumption  at  present  levels  imports  of  other  growths  must  be 
increased.    The  higher  prices  of  growths  other  than  United  States  and 
exchange  difficulties  will  add  to  the  problems  of  the  industry. 

Stocks  of  raw  cotton  at  Italian  cotton  mills  were  reported  at 
335>000  bales  or  about  ^-months'  supply  at  current  rates  of  consumption 
on  August  1,  1950,    Stocks  had  declined  to  about  300,000  bales  by 
November  1,  1950. 

Stocks  of  yarn  and  fabrics  declined  slightly  in  September  and 
October,  reversing  the  trend  of  the  previous  season  when  stocks  of 
finished  goods  rose  to  high  levels.    Domestic  sales  have  been  high, 
but  due  to  higher  prices  they  are  not  expected  to  increase  substantially 
over  their  previous  levels, 
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Exports  of  cotton  yarn  have  been  declining  but  the  exports  of  fabric 
and  manufacturers  have  more  than  compensated  for  the  loss  of  yam  exports 

Production  costs  have  increased  due  to  higher  prices  for  raw  cotton 
and  increased  wages.    The  effect  of  higher  textile  prices  on  demand  in 
the  current  season  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  factors  to  appraise  in 
the  present  situation. 


COTTON  TEXTILE  INDUSTRY 
EXPANDING  IN  PARAGUAY 

A  new  Paraguayan  cotton  textile  mill,  owned  by  a  local  firm,  began 
operations  in  late  1950,  according  to  William  F.  Lebus,  Assistant 
Attache,  American  Embassy,  Asuncion.    The  mill,  located  in  Asuncion 
is  the  largest  in  the  country,  with  9,000  spindles  and  190  looms,  all 
of  British  manufacture.    Although  not  yet  in  full  production,  it  will 
manufacture  more  than  27,000  yards  of  cloth  per  day  when  capacity  is 
reached  and  will  specialize  in  canvas,  drill,  and  denim  cloth.  One 
difficulty  in  putting  the  mill  into  full  production  has  been  the  lack 
of  sufficient  electricity  to  operate  its  machinay,    However,  with  the 
help  of  auxiliary  generators,  it  is  thought  that  sufficient  current 
soon  will  be  available  to  permit  capacity  operation, 

With  the  completion  of  this  plant  there  is  a  total  of  k  cotton 
textile  mills  in  operation  in  Paraguay,  with  2  others  contemplated. 
Spindles  in  the  country  now  total  30,230  of  which  18,230  or  60  percent 
are  in  actual  use.    Of  the  514    looms,  h26  or  about  83  percent,  are 
currently  in  operation.    Consumption  during  the  19^9-50  season  was 
about  8,300  bales  of  cotton.    Paraguay's  textile  requirements  are 
approximately  33  million  yards  annually.    On  the  basis  of  present 
production,  and  in  view  of  planned  increases  in  output,  it  is  estimated 
that  imports  of  cotton  textiles,  which  form  about  75  percent  of  total 
textile  imports,  can  be  reduced  considerably. 
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COTTON-PRICE  QUOTATIONS 
ON  WORLD  MARKETS 


The  following  table  shows  certain  cottcn-price  quotations  on  foreign  markets 
converted  at  currsnt  rates  of  exchange. 

COTTON:    Spot  prices  in  certain  foreign  markets,  U.S.  gulf-port 
average,  and  taxes  incident  to  exports 


Market  location, 
kind,  and  quality- 


Date 
1951 


Unit  of 
weight 


Unit  of 
currency 


Price  in 
foreign 
currency 


Equivalent  U.S. 
cents  per  pound 


Spot 
quo- 
tation 


Export 
and 
inter- 
mediate 
"caxe  s 


Alexandria 

Aahmouni,  Good,  

Ashmouni,  FGF  

Karnak,  Good  

Karnak,  FGF. . » . . , . . . 
Bombay 

Jarila,  Fine  

Broach  Vijay,  Fine . . 
Karachi 

*4-F  Punjab,  SG,  Fine. 

289F  Sind,  SG,  Fine. 

289F  Punjab,  SG,  Fine 
Buenos  Aires 

Type  B'.T.  77  

Lima 

Tanguis,  Type  3-1/2. 

Tanguis,  Type  5  

Pima,  Type  1.  

Recife 

Mata,  Type  k, ...... . 

Sertao,  Type  5  

Sertao,  Type  h  

Sao  Paulo 

Sac  Paulo,  Type  5. . . 
Torre on 

Middling,  15/ 16"  

Houston-Galves ton-New 
""Orleans  av.Mid,  1^6" 


2-8 
it 

?i 

it 

it 
ti 

2-7 
11 

tt 

2-8 
2-6 


2-8 
it 

it 


Kantar 
99.05  lbs, 


Tallari 


Candy 

78U  lbs. 
t» 

Maund 

82.28  lbs. 
11 


Metric  ton 

220)+. 6  lbs, 

Sp.  quintal 

101. k  lbs. 
« 

Arroba 
33.07  lbs. 


Rupee 
11 


peso 

Sol 
it 


Cruzeiro 


136.60 
121.60 
162.55 
152.05 

1/  770.00 
1/  840.00 

129.00 
131.00 
I4.2.OO 

4-550.00 


79.18 
70.4S 

94,22 
88,14 

20.50 
22,36 

47.30 
48.03 
52.06 

41.28 
49.14 


2/  745.00 

(not  available) 
2/  880.00 


58,04 


Sp,  quintal 
101. k  lbs. 

Pound 


Peso 
Cent 


420.00  :  69.10 
(not  available) 
443*00  :  72.39 

435.00  :  71.57 

515.00  :  58s71 

XXXXX      :  Market 


10.42 
10.42 
10.42 
10.42 

21.30 
21,30 

23.09 
23.09 
23,09 


3.99 


33.38 
41.13 

2.4$  ad 

valorem 
ti 


3.0%  ad 
valorem 
7.91 

closed 


Quotations  of  foreign  markets  and  taxes  reported  by  cable  from  U.S.  Foreign  Service 

posts  abroad,    U.S.  quotations  from  designated  spot  markets. 

1/  Ceiling  price. 

2/  For  May— June  delivery. 

2/  Nominal,  for  July-August  delivery. 
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FORECAST  BRAZIL  NUT  HARVEST  — (Continued  from  Page  150) 

are  reported  to  have  paid  110  to  130  shillings  per  110  pounds  f .o.b., 
Brazil  ($15.73  to  $18.59)  for  these  unshelled  nuts  and  about  53.2  to 
63  U.S.  cents  per  pound  for  shelled.    The  United  Kingdom  -  Brazilian 
trade  agreement,  signed  in  September  1950,  grants  LI, 400,000  (about 
U.S.  $3,920,000)  for  the  purchase  of  Brazil  nuts.    This  grant  is 
expected  to  keep  Brazilian  exporters  busy  for  some  time. 

West  German  buyers  entered  the  market  in  January  vith  an  initial 
purchase  of  about  600  short  tons,  unshelled,  at  prices  of  11  to  18 
U.S.  cents  per  pound  f .o.b.  for  May/June  shipments.    They  are  expected 
to  purchase  an  additional  tonnage  of  about  600  tons.    The  German 
business  is  the  result  of  a  trade  agreement  between  the  two  countries. 
It  is  reported  barter  arrangements  will  not  be  permitted  this  season 
by  the  Brazilian  Government  and  exporters  are  not  in  favor  of  such 
deals . 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington  2.5,  D«  c- 
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